Mylapore Club Bridge Camp (Summer 2009)


What does the 2N opening bid show?

· The 2N opening indicates a balanced hand in the 20-21 hcp range. This can include a 5 card major or minor suit.
What are the responses to the 2N opening bid?

· When responding to 2N, there is no way to sign-off at the 3 level. This is because it is more important to show game going hands, where there is a choice of game rather than stop precisely at 3 of a suit. Therefore, the response structure is as follows:
· Pass = shows 4 points or less, but with 4 points and a major suit, should bid 3♣

· 3♣ = Stayman, asks for 4 card major suit, Game forcing
· 3♦ = Denies 4 card major

· 3♥/3♠ = Shows 5 cards in bid suit

· 3♥/3♠ = 4+ in bid major

· 3♦/3♥/3♠ = 5+ cards, 5+ HCP, forcing

· 3N = Denies support

· 3♥ (over 3♦) = Shows support and a control

· 3♠ (over 3♦, 3♥) = Shows support and a control

· Generally try to avoid going over 3N, especially after 3♦ response

· 3N = 5-10 hcp, balanced hand

· 4♣ = Ask for Aces (called the Gerber convention)

· 4N = Invite to slam, asks partner to bid 6 with a maximum

· 5N = Invite to grand slam, asks partner to bid 7 with a maximum. Forcing!

Vulnerability & Scoring Review
· What is vulnerability

· Vulnerability is a device that is used to make bridge more interesting. On a given deal of bridge, you are either vulnerable or not vulnerable and this determines the score you get for either making a particular contract or going down

· Being vulnerable is analogous to investing in the stock market. It is high risk, but with the prospect of high reward. Not vulnerable is analogous to investing in government bonds – not much risk, but lesser reward as well.

· Vulnerability significantly affects the following

· Game bonus for games bid and made

· Under-tricks in any contract

· Penalties for doubled contracts

· Slam & grand slam bonus

· The following table summarizes the various bonuses


	
	Game bonus
	Under-tricks (penalty per trick)
	Penalties in doubled contracts
	Slam bonus
	Grand slam bonus

	Not Vulnerable
	300
	50
	100 for the first trick, 200 for the next 2 tricks, 300 for each subsequent trick
	500
	1000

	Vulnerable
	500
	100
	200 for the first trick, 300 for each subsequent trick
	750
	1500


· Scoring examples:

· 2H made 2, not vulnerable

· 2*30 (30 points for each trick above 6) + 50 (constant part score bonus) = 110

· 2C made 4, vulnerable

· 4*20 (20 points for each trick above 6) + 50 (constant part score bonus) = 130

· 4H made 4, not vulnerable

· 4*30 + 300 (not vulnerable game bonus) = 420

· 4S made 6, vulnerable

· 5*30 + 500 (vulnerable game bonus) = 650

· 5C made 6, vulnerable

· 6*20 + 500 = 620

· 6H made 6, not vulnerable

· 6*30 + 300 (game bonus) + 500 (slam bonus) = 980

· 7S made 7, vulnerable

· 7*30 + 500 (game bonus) + 1500 (grand slam bonus) = 2210

· 3C made 6, vulnerable

· 6*20 + 50 (part score bonus) = 170 (note that no game or slam bonus applies because only a part-score has been bid)

· 3H un-doubled, 3 down, not vulnerable

· 3 * 50 (50 points penalty per under-trick) = 150

· 3C un-doubled, 2 down, vulnerable

· 2 * 100 (100 points penalty per under-trick) = 200

· 4D doubled, 2 down, not vulnerable

· 100 (1st trick) + 200 (2nd trick) = 300

· 5H doubled, 4 down, not vulnerable

· 100 (1st trick) + 2 * 200 (next two tricks) + 300 (4th trick) = 800

· 4S doubled, 3 down, vulnerable

· 200 (first trick) + 2 * 300 (next two tricks) = 800

How does one ask for Aces?

· The 4N bid (called Blackwood after its inventor Easley Blackwood) is used to ask for Aces, after a partnership decides that there are sufficient values for slam. The one exception is a direct 4N bid after a 1N or a 2N opening. In this case, the 4N bid invites opener to bid 6N with a maximum opener.
What are the responses to the 4N bid?

· 5♣ = 0 or 4 Aces
· 5♦ = 1 Ace

· 5♥ = 2 Aces

· 5♠ = 3 Aces

When should one ask for Aces?

· One should ask for Aces only when he’s sure that the partnership has the values for a little slam (31+ HCP). In addition, the asking hand shouldn’t have 2 quick losers in a single suit (in which case just finding out about Aces may not be enough – opponents may be able to cash 2 quick tricks in that suit). In such a case, control bidding may be the better approach. In trump contracts, the King of trumps may also be a critical card. Some partnerships play what is known as key-card Blackwood, where the King of trumps is treated like an Ace. However, for simplicity’s sake, we will stick with simple Blackwood for now.

The 4N bid is not a slam-bidding tool. It’s a tool that can be used to stay OUT of poor slams. Don’t over-use or abuse it. Use it with caution. 

